
Commentary on The Kite Runner 

Literary Essay 

Final Assignment 

 

A literary essay is a commentary that explores the meaning and construction of a literary work.   

A literary essay focuses on and analyzes elements of literature such as: 

  

 

You are trying to discover why and how a literary work is constructed the way it is. 

You should not do research for this essay; use the book, information gathered from class discussions, and previous 

knowledge to help shape this essay.  This is an analytical essay, based on ideas you've discovered from the reading. 

 

Assignment: 

 Write a literary essay on The Kite Runner 

 Support your essay with examples from the text 

 Choose one literary aspect to examine in your essay 

 1000 word minimum 

 MLA format 

 First Draft due: ______________________ 

 

Topic suggestions: 

 Discuss ways in which the novel is a criticism of its time 

 Did Amir ever redeem himself? 

 Explore Hosseini's use of the past 

 Explore the presentation of one relationship and how it changes over the course of the novel 

 Discuss the importance of story-telling in the novel 

 Explore a theme in the novel 

 Discuss symbolism (the kite, Hassan's hare-lip, the slingshot, the pomegranate tree, Sohrab's silence, etc.) 

 

Outline Due: __________________________________ 

First Draft Due: _______________________________ 

Final Draft Due: _______________________________ 

 



Elements Necessary for a Strong Essay 

1) Thesis statement:  Your essay should be focused and guided by your thesis.  A thesis has two parts- the 

forest and the trees.  Example: "The use of trees in this novel is a device for conveying character emotions." 

 

2) Depth:  Show that you have thought about your topic and gone back through the book.  Don't just 

regurgitate the story, analyze.  

 

3) Focus: Don't ramble and don't get off topic.  Make sure every sentence is relevant and supports your thesis.  

Use PEEL for your body paragraphs. 

 

4) Introduction:  Begin with a question, quotation, anecdote, or "wake up call".  Include some summary and 

your thesis statement. 

 

5) Evidence:  Prove your point with specific examples from the novel.  Paraphrase incidents from the novel, 

or use direct quotations.  Choose relevant evidence. 

 

6) Transitions:  Link between paragraphs and always refer back to your thesis. 

 

7) Conclusion:  Summarize your points and circle back to the beginning of your essay by re-stating your 

thesis.  Do NOT introduce new points! 

 

8) Tight Writing:  active verbs, sentence variety, correct grammar and spelling 

 

 

 

 

**I expect you to come to me for advice as you work on the essay.  Set a meeting with me or shoot me an email to check 

your thesis or an idea.  Write an outline (and use it!) and have people edit your essay. 

 

 

 

 



Grades 9 & 10 

Criterion A: Content 

How well can the student: 

 understand and analyse language, content, structure, meaning and significance of both familiar and previously unseen oral, written and 
visual texts? 

 compare and contrast works, and connect themes across and within genres? 

 analyse the effects of the author’s choices on an audience? 

 express an informed and independent response to literary and non-literary texts? 

 compose pieces that apply appropriate literary and/or non-literary features to serve the context and intention? 

 apply language A terminology in context? 

 

Achievement level  Level descriptor  

0 The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below. 

1–2 The student demonstrates very limited understanding of the text and topic, and little or no awareness of the 
author’s choices. There is little or no detail, development or support. 

In creative work, pieces show very limited imagination or sensitivity. 

3–4 The student demonstrates limited understanding of the text and topic, and sometimes shows an awareness of 
the author’s choices, although detail, development and/or support are insufficient. 

In creative work, pieces show limited imagination or sensitivity. 

5–6 The student demonstrates a sufficient understanding of the text and topic, and an awareness of the author’s 
choices, using adequate detail, development and support. 

In creative work, pieces reflect some imagination and sensitivity. 

7–8 The student demonstrates a good understanding of the text, topic and the author’s choices, using substantial 
detail, development and support.   

In creative work, pieces reflect imagination and sensitivity. 

9–10 The student demonstrates a perceptive understanding of the text, topic and the author’s choices, consistently 
using illustrative detail, development and support. 

In creative work, pieces reflect a lot of imagination and sensitivity 

 

 



Grades 9 & 10 

Criterion B: Organization 

How well can the student: 

 create work that employs organizational structures throughout a variety of text types? 

 organize ideas and arguments in a sustained, coherent and logical manner? 

 employ appropriate critical apparatus? 

 

Achievement level  Level descriptor  

0 The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below. 

1–2 The student rarely employs organizational structures or uses those that do not serve the context and intention. 

The work is generally disorganized, unclear and/or incoherent. 

The student employs critical apparatus inappropriately or not at all. 

3–4 The student sometimes employs organizational structures that serve the context and intention. 

The work shows the beginnings of organization but lacks coherence. 

The student employs critical apparatus with limited success. 

5–6 The student usually employs organizational structures that serve the context and intention. 

The work is generally organized, clear and coherent. 

The student generally employs critical apparatus correctly. 

7–8 The student consistently employs organizational structures that serve the context and intention. 

The work is usually well-organized, clear and coherent and the ideas being expressed build on each other. 

The student employs critical apparatus correctly. 

9–10 The student consistently employs sophisticated organizational structures that serve the context and intention. 

The work is consistently well-organized, clear and coherent and the ideas being expressed build on each other 
in a sophisticated manner. 

The student integrates critical apparatus correctly and effectively. 

 

 



Grades 9 & 10 

Criterion C: Style and Language  

How well can the student: 

 use appropriate and varied register, vocabulary and idiom? 

 use correct grammar and syntax? 

 use appropriate and varied sentence structure? 

 use correct spelling/writing? 

 use language to narrate, describe, analyse, explain, argue, persuade, inform, entertain and express feelings? 

 use language accurately? 

Achievement level  Level descriptor  

0 The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below. 

1–2 The student employs a very limited range of appropriate vocabulary, idiom and sentence structure. There are 
very frequent errors in grammar and syntax, which persistently hinder communication.  There is little or no 
evidence of a register and style that serve the context and intention. 

There are very frequent errors in punctuation and spelling/writing, which persistently hinder communication. 
In oral/presentation work there is little or no competence in oratory technique. 

3–4 The student employs a limited range of appropriate vocabulary, idiom and sentence structure. There are 
frequent errors in grammar and syntax, which hinder communication.  There is some evidence of a register and 
style that serve the context and intention. 

There are frequent errors in punctuation and spelling/writing, which hinder communication. In 
oral/presentation work there is some competence in oratory technique. 

5–6 The student generally employs a range of appropriate vocabulary, idiom and sentence structure. Grammar and 
syntax are generally accurate; occasional errors sometimes hinder communication.  The student often uses a 
register and style that serve the context and intention. 

Punctuation and spelling/writing are generally accurate; occasional errors sometimes hinder communication. 
In oral/presentation work there is adequate competence in oratory technique. 

7–8 The student employs a range of appropriate vocabulary, idiom and sentence structure. Grammar and syntax 
are accurate; occasional errors rarely hinder communication.  The student consistently uses a register and style 
that serve the context and intention. 

Punctuation and spelling/writing are accurate; occasional errors rarely hinder communication. In 
oral/presentation work there is a good level of competence in oratory technique. 

9–10 The student employs a wide and effective range of appropriate vocabulary, idiom and sentence structure. 
Grammar and syntax are accurate; very infrequent errors do not hinder communication.  The student 
demonstrates mastery of a register and style that serve the context and intention. 

Punctuation and spelling/writing are accurate; very infrequent errors do not hinder communication. In 
oral/presentation work there is a high level of competence in oratory technique. 



 


